i26	BEYOND HORIZONS
The winter wore on. Mr. Clark was frequently in New York,
for Father, in tying up the few loose strings of his life, was in-
creasing his endowment of Western Reserve Academy. He had
recently sold his lesser collections—rugs, coins, books, furniture,
and other classes of collectors' objects—to Knoedler; and the pro-
ceeds, several hundred thousand dollars, had to be added with legal
exactness to the school's foundation.
But Mr. Clark found it hard to pin Father down to business. I
had now become an obsession with him. He would break off in
the midst of a sentence to talk about the dangers of the Arctic
trip. Father was writing his memoirs, and to divert his thoughts
from me Mr. Clark would ask him about his early experiences.
For a little while this ruse would succeed, but then Father would
come back to the refrain:
"Clark, you are a lawyer. You must find a way to keep him
from going."
On one such occasion Mr. Clark replied: "Mr. Ellsworth, you
have been telling me of all these important things you did. How
old were you when you did most of them?"
"In my forties," said Father.
"Well," said the lawyer, "Lincoln is forty-four."
"Not the same thing," declared Father. "There's no comparison."
"Oh yes, there is," retorted Clark. "The spirit that moved you
to strike out for great things is what impels Lincoln to-day."
"Mr. Clark," said Father, a shadow of a smile on his face, "you
leave me worse off than before you came—but I'm glad you came."
This frame of mind did not last long. Clark was scarcely out
of sight when Father began making efforts to have my passport
cancelled, calling up Vice-President Dawes, United States senators,
even the White House, and raising heaven and earth to have his
will accomplished. I heard of this in a round-about way, for of
course his pleas got nowhere. The State Department had no legal
reason to abrogate my passport.
Meanwhile, I had an increasing worry on another score. Through
Amundsen's intercession, the Norwegian government and the Aero
Club were providing ships, a base party, food supplies, and other
necessities for the expedition. My part over here was to raise money
for the purchase of parachutes, instruments, and various other

